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55TG COLOMBOThanuj Goonewardena
A nearly century-old house has been transformed 
to an eclectic and relaxing boutique hotel, which 
echoes the elegance of the 1920s through the 
styling of its interior. Connected with nature and 
island culture, 55TG Colombo is a representation  
of the sumptuous artistic styles of Sri Lanka. 

Text Keshini de Silva
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FROM THE DESIGNER’S PROJECT 
DESCRIPTION 
The project comprised the preservation of a 
1920s home, and its conversion to a boutique 
hotel. The property being his own, the interior 
stylist’s desire was to create a hotel as an 
artists retreat with a homely ambience. The 
designer’s ideology of pleasing spaces that are 
practical was a chief focus of the project. In 
addition to styling the interior, landscaping 
to create a garden was also of importance to 
create an interaction with nature. 

The designer was supported with the 
renovations by Chamika De Alwis, senior 
architect at MICD. Primary challenges lay 
in the preservation of the 100-year-old house. 
To ensure suitable ventilation and natural 
lighting that would foster pleasing spaces, 
many additional walls and obstructions needed 
to be removed. A backyard garden space was 
created with a slab that was joined with a 
retaining wall. Huddled within the dense 
suburban area of Colombo 5, this garden was 

designed to provide a serene, green view, 
marring the concrete surroundings. As the 
house had undergone renovations in the 1970s, 
another key challenge was in undoing certain 
changes made to modernise the structure at 
the time. 

Though certain structural changes were 
made in terms of preservation, the conversion 
was mainly materialised through the interior. 
After studying the design and architecture 
of the 1920s, the interior stylist mapped out 
the atmosphere that he wanted to create. 
His extensive collection of priceless antique 
furniture and art was incorporated to the 
living spaces. Thus, Indo-Portuguese furniture 
as well as other colonial and traditional 
furniture appears throughout the interior. 
From ornate timber and wicker seats such as 
the kavichchiya to four poster beds furniture 
was used to provide a 1920s allure to the living 
spaces. 

An important aspect of the interiors are the 
beautiful art and sculptures ranging from 

Opening page: the 
staircase that leads to the 
underground apartment 
of 55TG Colombo 
displaying an ironwork 
banister and antique 
handrail ornament. Pages 
2 – 3: the façade of 55TG 

Colombo evoking the 
charm of the 1920s with 
sleek columns, a delicate 
ornamental bargeboard 
and antiques from the 
20’s period. This page: 
top, the living room with 
an aura of the 1920s 

Top, the doorway of 
the Heritage Suite with 
a Dutch-era porcelain 
Vanity. The walls add a 
unique touch with a tiled-
texture as well as a wall 
art inspired by ancient 
island design. Bottom 

created through antique 
furniture, rugs, art and 
rich Sri Lankan design; 
bottom, the Gallery Suite 
with a wall inspired by  
the Embekke carvings. 
It’s prized feature are the 
ancient Pachisi boards. 

left, the garden created 
through the joining 
of the retaining walls. 
Landscaping conceals 
the urban chaos, while 
antiques and ancient 
art create an ambient 
setting. 
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ancient, traditional Sri Lankan masterpieces 
to contemporary Sri Lankan creations. Though 
it is the elegant design ethos of the 20s that 
shine through the interior, one is provided a 
glimpse of Sri Lanka’s rich aesthetic tradition 
through the showcasing of various art styles 
and forms from the island. 

Although, the project resulted in an 
eclectic boutique hotel, the initial idea was 
for the property to be the interior stylist’s 
portfolio. Thus, each room, though celebrating 
traditional Sri Lankan design and its modern 
interpretations, shows the diverse nature of the 
island’s creativity.

The fully-equipped Angel Suite has a pristine 
white interior complemented by ample natural 
lighting and antiques restored and recycled to 
suit a contemporary minimalist palette. The 
Gallery Suite is opulent paying tribute to the 
rich artistry of the island. On a wall inspired 
by the carving of the Embekke Devalaya 
ancient ‘Sri Lankan Pachisi Boards’ are 
displayed. This game had been passed down 

from the country’s royalty. The Treasure Suite, 
in neutral shades of charcoal, white and grey, 
showcases the priceless sculptures and art of 
the country, including a piece created in Sri 
Lanka by abstract painter Carlos Páez Vilaró. 

Perhaps the most intriguing space styled 
is that of the Underground Suite, which 
is created in the hollow area between two 
retaining walls. The suite is a complete living 
space with a sitting, dining, kitchen and 
living area, each connected by the theme of 
traditional and contemporary Sri Lankan art, 
yet showcasing the diversity of the island’s 
design landscape. 

Furthering the connection with nature, the 
property is eco-friendly being 100 per cent 
sola powered. In reducing the plastic footprint, 
Alkaline water processed at the property is 
provided. 

Through the styling of the interior, the 
elegant beauty of 1920s architecture and living 
has been enhanced while showcasing the rich 
artistic heritage of Sri Lanka. 

Opposite page: top, the 
Angel Suite, a beautifully 
furnished mini apartment, 
located on the first floor. 
The four-poster bed is a 
valuable antique. Bottom 
centre, from the fabric 
to colour, has been 
selected to highlight its 

charm. Bottom right, 
the chairs are recreated 
antiques with ancient 
Sri Lankan design 
motifs. This page, top, 
the Underground Suite 
created in the space 
between two retaining 
walls, is decorated with 

antiques. The photograph 
shows the living area and 
a glimpse of the kitchen. 
Bottom, the bedroom 
of the suite decked with 
antiques and elaborate 
ornaments. 


